The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn
Summer Reading Packet

Directions:  Thoroughly answer the following questions based on your analysis of the novel. The questions are due the first week of school.  In addition, your answers must be handwritten.  You will be given a comprehensive test over the novel at the end of the first week of school. 

Chapters 1-15:

1. What is your impression of Huck?  Why?

2. At the beginning of the novel, with whom is Huck living? In what ways do they try to change Huck? Do you think they succeed? Explain.

3. Briefly describe Pap. What is his ultimate goal in harassing Huck?

4. How does Huck escape from the cabin in Illinois? What does his ability to escape suggest about him?

5. Where is Huck reunited with Jim? In what significant ways are Jim and Huck alike? In what significant ways are they different?

6. Why does Huck put a dead snake on Jim’s blanket? What harm comes to Jim as a result of the incident? In your opinion, is Huck sorry for the harm he caused? Explain.

7. How successful do you feel Mark Twain is in creating the character of Jim? Does Jim seem like a real person to you? Explain why or why not.

8. Huck takes to the river to find freedom and escape from people and situations that restrict his liberty. What are some ways that people today can find personal freedom? Is Huck’s way still possible? Explain your answer.
Chapters 16-31:

1. What were your feelings when Huck thought about sending the letter to Miss Watson so that Jim could be recaptured?

2. What does Jim plan to do when he becomes a free man? What is Huck’s reaction to the plan?

3. Briefly describe the duke and the king. What might Twain be satirizing through the use of these characters?

4. What does Buck say when Huck asks him how the feud between the Shepherdsons and the Grangerfords got started? What is ironic about Buck’s response?

5. Who is Colonel Sherburn? Briefly sum up the speech he makes to the mob. What aspect of human nature does Sherburn criticize?

6. Mark Twain makes heavy use of dialect in Huckleberry Finn. How successful do you feel he is? What are some advantages for an author in deciding to render speech in dialect, as Twain does? What are some possible disadvantages?
Chapters 32-43:

1. What did you think of the ending of Huckleberry Finn? Would you have ended the novel the same way? Why or why not?

2. How are the duke and the king punished? What is Huck’s reaction to their punishment?

3. How does Huck expect Tom to react when he explains the plan to free Jim? Why does Tom’s response surprise Huck?

4. What does Tom’s elaborate plan to free Jim tell you about Tom? What does it tell you about his attitude towards Jim?

5. What does Huck decide to do at the end of the novel? Why doesn’t he stay with Aunt Sally?

6. Many critics of Huckleberry Finn have pointed out that the Phelps’ farm episode differs in tone and seriousness from the first two-thirds of the novel. Do you agree? Explain your answer, supporting it with evidence from the text.

7. Mark Twain called Huckleberry Finn “a book of mine where a sound heart and a deformed conscience come into collision and conscience suffers defeat.” What influences have “deformed” Huck’s conscience? Are such influences still at work in the world today? What forces are available to try to change “deformed consciences”?
