June 20, 2011
Greetings!

We hope that you’ve been enjoying your short time away from the school year.  We know that many of you will be in summer school and/or working, but we do hope that you have some time for relaxation (and maybe even some practicing every now and then!).

The Green Valley High School Marching Band staff has been meeting and working on this year’s competition show.  The music has been selected and we are presently working on the final show design.  We hope to continue our tradition of fine marching bands as well as making an artistic statement on the field.  To this end, we are excited to have a great staff returning, as well as exceptional student leaders.  It looks like a great year!!!
The marching season begins this year with Color Guard Camp and Drum Camp.  These two groups will have separate schedules as follows:

Color Guard Camp

June 27-30
8 AM—4 PM 

There will be a performance on the last day for parents and guests.


Drum Camp


August 8-12





8 AM—noon



There will be a performance on the last day for parents and guests.

The cost of this camp is $50.00 per person, however, the Band Boosters are graciously underwriting this event by paying $25.00 per student.  The final cost per student is $25.00 each.  Please bring this money on the first day of camp.  Please remember, Green Valley High School does not accept checks--cash or money orders only!  If you are planning on being in the Color Guard or in the Drum Line, you must attend (this includes those students interested in playing in the pit).  If you are interested in being in the color guard, but have not yet auditioned, please feel free to attend.  We are looking for interested students, and we hope that we can field a large group. If you know of students that would like to be involved in marching band, but do not play a musical instrument, this is a great opportunity for them--invite them to attend this event.    Hopefully, at the end of these camps, both of these groups will be finalized.  Again, if you have any questions, please call the band room and leave a message.  Someone will return your call.
This year, we are having the section leaders take an active role in the leadership of marching band.  All section leaders will be contacted by the band office this summer with the schedule of events.  Thanks to all of those that applied for these positions.
Full Marching Band camp is for all band students enrolled in the GVHS Bands (including freshmen).  There is no charge and everyone is expected to attend.  During this time, we will learn all our music for the fall (parades, assemblies, etc.) as well as all the basics of marching.  Everyone should attend and learn what it means to be in our competitive marching group.  During the second week of camp, we will be working on our competition show with those students that decide to be in our competitive group.  Keep in mind, that we must also learn our routine for the students preparing for our travel to Shanghai (this does not include the incoming freshmen). (See additional information in this packet). Our first marching band contest is October 1, and our first home football game performance is August 26 (really!).  That doesn’t give us much time to prepare.  Those freshmen students that decide not to enroll in Marching Band will not have to participate in the second week of camp.
The camp schedule will be as follows:


Monday, August 15

9:00 AM--4:00 PM

Rookie Camp

This is for freshmen students, sophomores that were not in last year’s marching band, and students that are new to our school.  Please bring a sack lunch (there will be water available for purchase).  Students will not be allowed to leave for lunch.

Tuesday, August 16

9:00 AM--4:00 PM

All band students.  Please bring a sack lunch; students will not be allowed to leave campus.

Wednesday, August 17
1:00 PM--9:00 PM

All students.  We will take a break for dinner (please bring your own).  As before, water will be available.

Thursday, August 18

Same schedule as Wednesday (Aug. 17).
Friday, August 19
9:00 AM--8:00 PM.  Everyone should bring a sack lunch.  Dinner will be provided.  This may seem like a long day, but several different activities are planned.  Students will not be allowed to leave during the breaks.

Saturday, August 20

8:00 AM--11:00 AM

The band booster parents will host a pancake breakfast for all incoming band students and parents.  After this, there will be a short performance.  Parents are strongly encouraged to attend.  There will be information about the entire year available, as well as an opportunity to meet the other parents.  

This will be the last rehearsal for the freshmen that choose not to march in our competition group.


Monday, August 22

5:00 PM--9:00 PM

Tuesday, August 23

5:00 PM--9:00 PM


Wednesday, August 24
5:00 PM--9:00 PM


Thursday, August 25

5:00 PM--9:00 PM

Friday, August 26
5:00 PM  Call time for first home football game 

All are invited to attend.
Monday, August 29
SCHOOL BEGINS
Tuesday, August 30
First Tuesday night rehearsal (6-9 PM)
Those students that are participating in fall sports should go to those practices, and come to band rehearsals when not working out.  Please let the band department know when you will not be attending band rehearsal.
All students need comfortable closed toe shoes for all rehearsals.  Students wearing sandals or inappropriate shoes will be asked to leave.  Students should also bring plenty of water, sunglasses, and sunscreen. Freezing the water the night before really helps keep it cool.  Camelbacks (or backpacks that hold water) are allowed at all outdoor rehearsals.  Students will also need black shorts for our performances when it is too hot to wear the full uniform.  These shorts should be above the knee in length and not too short (fingertip length, at least). Students must also have a flip folder for the music.  These can be purchased at music stores in town, but they go fast.  Don’t wait until the very last minute to pick one up.  Make sure that you have lyres for the flip folders that attach to your instruments.  Also, please bring a pencil to all rehearsals.  Those students that will be using school-owned instruments will check them out on the first day of camp.  Uniforms will be issued during the second week.  There is an $80 band fee which includes the upkeep of the uniform (replacement parts), Band T-Shirt, new gloves, and a day planner.  This fee should be paid before the second week of camp.  Please remember, Green Valley High school does not accept checks--cash or money orders only!
We know that it’s hard to believe that we are preparing for the fall.  It might be a good idea to continue to play your instrument throughout the summer.  We’re looking forward to this year and to seeing you again, as well as welcoming all the new “gators”.  Please feel free to call the band office if you have any questions.  Once again, the band room number is 799.0950, ext. 4040, and you can leave a message on our voice mail.  We can also be reached at school e-mail (dkoutsu@interact.ccsd.net). We are spending parts of the summer out of town, so please be patient.  It may take a while, but we’ll get back to you.  Please call your “band friends” and make sure they received this information.  Many times, students are omitted by mistake.

We hope the rest of your summer is enjoyable!

See you soon!

Diane Koutsulis

Cecil Myers, Directors

Green Valley High School Bands
By the way, there will be a FREE concert band camp this summer at Desert Oasis High School from July 18-22.  This will run from 9 AM until noon every day with a performance on the final day.  There will be sectionals and master classes and fine teachers from throughout the district. There are presently over 100 students pre-enrolled.  Once again, this will be FREE, and open to all high school band students.  If you are interested in attending, please go online to register (www.snvba.org). 
