Language and Composition AP/IB 2011-12
Summer Reading: 1984 & “The Principles of Newspeak” by George Orwell 

Please answer the following 42 questions in complete sentences and in your handwriting.  Use pen, blue or black ink.  Write on one side only.  If you can answer the question in one sentence, then please do; however, if a complete answer requires a paragraph response, then please write a paragraph.  Due: First day of school.  Novel Test: Second week of school.
Newspeak Study Guide Questions

“Newspeak” will be printed in 1984
1. Newspeak is the official language of _______________.

2. What is another name for Ingsoc?

3. It is thought that Newspeak will supersede Oldspeak by what year?

4. The perfected version of Newspeak is embodied in what edition of the Newspeak dictionary?

5. What is the purpose of Newspeak?

6. Explain in general terms the process of incorporating Newspeak into the culture.

7. Explain the purpose of Newspeak regarding thought.

8. What is the purpose of the “A” vocabulary?

9. How will verbs be regularized in Newspeak?  Be able to give an example.

10. What is the “B” vocabulary?

11. How will all negatives be formed?

12. Why is Newspeak referred to as a “verbal shorthand”?

13. What do compound words have to do with Newspeak?

14. How will Newspeak deal with definitions or the meanings of words?

15. What will happen to all heretical or unorthodox words?  Be able to give an example.

16. Explain the meaning of the two words concerned with the sex life of a party member.

17. What is the “C” vocabulary?

18. What happens to the word “science” in Newspeak?  How can it be used?

19. What is “Crimethink” or what is interpreted as such in 2050?

20. Give five examples of Newspeak from the novel and indicate their meanings.

21. Create five examples of Newspeak and indicate their meanings.
1984 Study Guide Questions
1. How does setting affect Winston psychologically?

2. How does setting contribute to the plot or action?

3. How do Winston’s work and work- environment affect him?

4. How do his work and work-environment connect with the plot?

5. What are the four ministries that govern Airstrip One?

6. In what way is each ministry ironic in its purpose and function?

7. What are the three “sacred principles” of Ingsoc?

8. Why is Newspeak so important?  How is Newspeak ironic?

9. What are the three Party slogans?

10. In what ways can the Party slogans express paradoxes?

11. Is Orwell’s use of dreams in this novel realistic and effective?  Do the dreams seem a natural part of Winston’s character? Or, is Orwell’s use of dreams a convenient and unrealistic method to make a point or supply missing information about his character and plot?  

12. What are the two central goals of the Inner Party?

13. How is perpetual war no different than perpetual peace?

14. Why does the Inner Party alter the past?  

15. What purposes do advanced science and technology serve in Oceania?  What advanced technology today has limited your privacy or freedom?

16. What is the greatest threat to the Inner Party losing its power?

17. Would the Inner Party authorize the military to bomb its own people? 

18. Why is Winston considered a lunatic?

19. Why does the party take time to re-indoctrinate its criminals if they will eventually be killed?

20. What is the party’s motive for power?

21. What is Orwell saying about the connection between language, ideas, and power?

