Study Guide for Senior AP Summer Reading

Crime and Punishment

By Fyodor Dostoyevsky
(Items 47-52 may be used as theme topics)

Explain the significance of the following lines or answer the following questions:

1. “I want to attempt a thing like that and am frightened by these trifles… all is in a man’s                        hand and he lets it all slip from cowardice… It would be interesting to know what it is men are most afraid of.”

2. What purpose does the Raskolnikov-Marmeladov encounter serve?

3. “It was the tribulation I sought at the bottom of it, and I have tasted it….”

4. “And what if I’m wrong…What if man is not really a scoundrel…and all the rest is prejudice, simple artificial terrors and there are no barriers and it’s all as it should be?”

5. What was the content of the letter Raskolnikov received? Why did it have such a sudden and noticeable effect on him?
6. What do you make of Raskolnikov’s dream?

7. What are the major personality traits of Sonia Lisaveta and Raskolnikov?

8. What events lead up to these lines at the end of chapter 5: “He had no more freedom of 
thought, no will, and … everything was suddenly and irrevocably decided.”

9. What series of “preordained” events led to his decision to commit the act?

10. What preparations does he make?

11. What are the most significant effects of the crime immediately afterwards?

12. What accounts for Raskolnikov’s strange indifference and calmness and “a gloomy 
sensation of agonizing, everlasting solitude and remoteness… in his soul”?

13. Describe the effect of Petrovitch’s question on Raskolnikov.

14. Other than money, can you at this point determine Raskolnikov’s motive for the 
crime?

15. What is the significance of his thinking Petrovitch had beaten his landlady?

16. What is the implied relationship between Razumihin and Raskolnikov’s landlady?

17. What new characters are introduced and what are their relationships to Raskolnikov?

18. What is the Raskolnikov’s reaction to the kindness shown to him when he regains 
consciousness? Why does he want to escape?

19. What various explanations of the murder are given?

20. Why is Raskolnikov so hostile towards Luzhin?

21. What evidence of Raskolnikov’s strange behavior is the most significant following 
the murder?

22. What prompts Raskolnikov’s confession to Zametov?

23. Cite passages relating to the lethargy, the inability to move, that comes upon 
Raskolnikov. What causes these fits?

24. Why does Raskolnikov decide to confess rather than commit suicide?

25. “Yes—I’m covered with blood.” Why is this statement followed by Raskolnikov’s 
feeling as if he had been pardoned?

26. What causes Raskolnikov to quake, fear, and then meet his mother and sister?

27. Explain Raskolnikov’s motivation for what seems to be sentimentality in chapter 
three of Part III. 

28. Trace the path of Porfiery through to chapter five of Part IV.

29. Is Porfiery suspicious or is this only Raskolnikov’s interpretation?

30. The philosophical justification of Rody’s crime is now brought to light. Explain this 
concept in detail.
31. Who is the stranger?

32. What purpose does the Pytor Petrovitch-Andrey Semyonovitch scene serve?

33. Why does Luzhin accuse Sonia of theft (i.e. Raskolnikov’s explanation)?

34. “I am a wretch, a coward...We are not alike.”Explain why Raskolnikov feels this way.

35. How does Raskolnikov lead up to this confession in the manner he does?

36. How does he explain and justify his act?

37. Why doesn’t (can’t) Raskolnikov of his conviction?

38. What was Porfiery’s purpose in telling Raskolnikov of his conviction?

39. Why does Raskolnikov head for Svidrigailov?

40. Account for the change of emotion and attitude on the part of Raskolnikov.

41. Explain Raskolnikov’s statement starting “I am wicked….” 

42. How does Raskolnikov’s visit to the station parallel his first visit there?

43. Trace Raskolnikov’s last actions. What are the major factors that lead him to confess?

44. How many times, and in what ways has he tried to confess before?

45. What part does physical suffering play in the epilogue? How is it related to moral 
suffering?

46. Why do you suppose Raskolnikov is ill both after the murder and after the trial?

47. Note the comment on the use of religious symbols throughout the novel (e.g. cross).

48. The dual nature of Raskolnikov is responsible for his suffering. Explain.

49. Why could Raskolnikov be termed an “outsider”?

50. How does Raskolnikov cause his own discovery and, in a way, arrest?

51. Discuss the relationship between Raskolnikov and those who pursue him?

52. Contrast Rasumihin and Raskolnikov. What is most divergent characteristic of 
Raskolnikov?

53. How are Svidrigailov’s remarks about vulgarity a key to his action? How does this 
reference partly explain Raskolnikov’s dislike for him?

54. What do Svidrigailov and Raskolnikov

55. What is the “journey”?

56. Explain Raskolnikov’s “phantom” references.
57. What is Raskolnikov’s role in the subsequent scene?

58. What is satirized in the person of Pytor Petrovitch?

59. What happened between Raskolnikov and Razumihin in the dark corridor?

60. Why does Raskolnikov ask Sonia to read the story of Laqzarus? What is the meaning of the story to Sonia? To Raskolnikov?

61. Through the trial what is Raskolnikov’s attitude toward his crime?

62. Explain Raskolnikov’s dream about microbes.
