[bookmark: _GoBack]Summer Assignment
English 12 Honors
· Summer Reading:
· This summer you are required to read “The Last Lecture” by Randy Pausch.  Obtain a copy of this book at a local library or bookstore.  This is a TWO part assignment.   
· DUE Tuesday August 30th 
· PART I: Prompt Choices:
· As you read the book you are to complete entries by selecting from the following prompts.  Write the question at the top of each page.  Entries should be well thought out with relevant and detailed explanations and must demonstrate deeper understanding.  Each entry should be about a paragraph in length.  All Entries must HAND-WRITTEN and LEGIBLE!!
· Required Entries:  15 ENTRIES 
1. What wisdom would you impart to the world if you knew it was your last chance?
2. When & where have you been allowed to bring your imagination to life? How did it make you feel?
3. If you were asked to write an entry in an encyclopedia, what would the topic be and why?
4. Describe someone who has made a difference in your life.
5. Describe a time when someone has put you in your place.  What was the result?
6. Describe a leadership role that you have assumed or earned.
7. Who is your idol?
8. What don’t you know that you can admit to?
9. When have you lived in the moment?
10. When have you had to confront someone?  What was the result of your confrontation?
11. What is the best constructive criticism you have ever received?
12. Have you ever fixed anything that didn’t need to be fixed?
13. Have you ever said the “right thing” to clam someone?
14. Has someone ever questioned your integrity?
15. Describe in detail your time management system?
16. Have you enabled someone to achieve their dreams?
17. Tell about a time when someone has gone to bat for you.
18. Have you ever been so grateful for something that you have paid it forward?
19. Are you prepared? (complete the “for what”? in your response)
20. What was your most sincere apology?  How would you rate it?
21. Are you willing to climb a brick wall to get into the academic institution of your choice?  What is your plan?
22. Do you care what others think of you?  Of no, when did you stop?
23. Describe a time when volunteering made an impact on you.
24. Are you a Tigger or an Eyeore?
25. What wisdom would you choose to impart to the world if it was your last chance?  What are the lessons of your own life that you feel would benefit others?


· PART II: Dialectical Journal 
The term “Dialectic” means “the art or practice of arriving at the truth by using conversation involving question and answer.”  Think of your dialectical journal as a series of conversations with the texts.  The process is meant to help you develop a better understanding of the texts we read.  Use your journal to incorporate your personal responses to the texts, your ideas about the themes, and questions that will enhance class discussion when you return to school.  You will find that it is a useful way to process what you’re reading, prepare yourself for discussion, and gather textual evidence for your Literary Analysis assignments. 
PROCEDURE:
· As you read, choose passages that stand out to you and record them in the left-hand column of a T-chart (ALWAYS include page numbers).  
· In the right column, write your response to the text (ideas/insights, questions, reflections, and comments on each passage)  
· You need to label your responses using the following codes:
· (Q) Question – ask about something in the passage that is unclear
· (C) Connect – make a connection to your life, the world, or another text
· (P) Predict – anticipate what will occur based on what’s in the passage
· (CL) Clarify – answer earlier questions or confirm/disaffirm a prediction
· (R) Reflect – think deeply about what the passage means in a broad sense – not just to the characters in the story.  What conclusions can you draw about the world, about human nature, or just the way things work?  
· (E) Evaluate  - make a judgment about the character(s), their actions, or what the author is trying to say
· Complete 30 journal entries.  You must use all of the above categories at least twice.   

Sample Dialectical Journal entry: THE THINGS THEY CARRIED by Tim O’Brien
	Passages from the text
	Pg#s
	Comments & Questions

	
“-they carried like freight trains; they carried it on their backs and shoulders-and for all the ambiguities of Vietnam, all the mysteries and unknowns, there was at least the single abiding certainty that they would never be at a loss for things to carry”.
	

Pg 2
	
(R) O’brien chooses to end the first section of the novel with this sentence.  He provides excellent visual details of what each solider in Vietnam would carry for day-to-day fighting.  He makes you feel the physical weight of what soldiers have to carry for simple survival.  When you combine the emotional weight of loved ones at home, the fear of death, and the responsibility for the men you fight with, with this physical weight, you start to understand what soldiers in Vietnam dealt with every day. This quote sums up the confusion that the men felt about the reasons they were fighting the war, and how they clung to the only certainty - things they had to carry - in a confusing world where normal rules were suspended. 




CHOOSING PASSAGES FROM THE TEXT: 
Look for quotes that seem significant, powerful, thought provoking or puzzling.  For example, you might record: 
· Effective &/or creative use of stylistic or literary devices 
· Passages that remind you of your own life or something you’ve seen before
· Structural shifts or turns in the plot 
· A passage that makes you realize something you hadn’t seen before
· Examples of patterns: recurring images, ideas, colors, symbols or motifs.
· Passages with confusing language or unfamiliar vocabulary
· Events you find surprising or confusing 
· Passages that illustrate a particular character or setting 

RESPONDING TO THE TEXT:
You can respond to the text in a variety of ways.  The most important thing to remember is that your observations should be specific and detailed. 
Basic Responses
· Raise questions about the beliefs and values implied in the text 
· Give your personal reactions to the passage 
· Discuss the words, ideas, or actions of the author or character(s)
· Tell what it reminds you of from your own experiences 
· Write about what it makes you think or feel 
· Agree or disagree with a character or the author

Higher Level Responses
· Analyze the text for use of literary devices (tone, structure, style, imagery)
· Make connections between different characters or events in the text
· Make connections to a different text (or film, song, etc…)
· Discuss the words, ideas, or actions of the author or character(s) 
· Consider an event or description from the perspective of a different character
· Analyze a passage and its relationship to the story as a whole	
**IF you have any questions, please email:
Mrs. Snyder- ajsnyder@interact.ccsd.net
Mrs. Coleman- hnbluth@interact.ccsd.net
Ms. Stewart- ajstewart@interact.ccsd.net

