
 Use the shared events of students' lives to 
  inspire writing. 

 Establish an email dialogue between 
  students from different schools who are 
  reading the same book. 

 Use writing to improve relations among 
  students. 

 Help student writers draw rich chunks of 
  writing from endless sprawl. 

 Work with words relevant to students' lives 
  to help  them build vocabulary. 

 Help students analyze text by asking them to 
  imagine dialogue between authors. 

 Spotlight language and use group brain- 
  storming to help students create poetry. 

 Ask students to reflect on and write about 
  their writing. 

 Ease into writing workshops by presenting 
  yourself  as a model. 

 Get students to focus on their writing by 
  holding off on grading. 

 Use casual talk about students' lives to 
  generate writing. 

 Give students a chance to write to an 
  audience for real purpose. 

 Practice and play with revision techniques. 

 Pair students with adult reading/writing 
  buddies. 

 Teach "tension" to move students beyond 
  fluency. 

 Encourage descriptive writing by focusing on 
  the sounds of words. 

 Require written response to peers' writing. 

 Make writing reflection tangible. 

 Make grammar instruction dynamic. 

 Ask students to experiment with sentence 
  length. 

 Help students ask questions about their 
  writing. 

 Challenge students to find active verbs. 

 Require students to make a persuasive written 
  argument in support of a final grade. 

 Ground writing in social issues important to 
  students. 

 Encourage the "framing device" as an aid to 
  cohesion in writing. 

 Use real world examples to reinforce writing 
  conventions. 

 Think like a football coach. 

 Allow classroom writing to take a page from 
  yearbook writing. 

 Use home language on the road to Standard 
  English. 

 Introduce multi-genre writing in the context of 
  community service. 
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